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$16 Billion Rural Broadband Auction Kicks Off Next Week
190 Electric Co-ops Among Qualified Bidders

The Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) has released the list of qualifying
bidders and a map of available territories for
the upcoming Rural Digital Opportunity
Fund auction set for October 29. This $16
billion auction opens up the opportunity to
extend broadband to these rural areas of
electric and telephone cooperatives,
consortiums, and other local community-
based entities. The auction is expected to
lead to the expansion of high-speed internet
service to more than 5 million unserved
homes and businesses across the country,
including more than 240,000 locations in
Wisconsin. Only Texas, Michigan, and
California have more locations available in the auction.

Nationwide, 190 electric cooperatives are among the 396 qualified bidders, although most electric co-ops
are bidding as part of a consortium. In Wisconsin, several local telecom entities, including Reedsburg
Utility Commission, Bloomer Telephone Company, and West Wisconsin Telcom Corp. are among the
qualified bidders. Some larger providers, including Frontier and Verizon are also listed as eligible.

FCC Chairman Ajit Pai called the Rural Digital Opportunity Fund auction “our biggest and boldest step
yet” to bring broadband to unserved rural areas.

Winning bidders will receive funds over a 10-year period to deploy broadband to the unserved census
blocks. The auction requires providers to deliver minimum speeds of 25 megabits per second for
downloads and 3 Mbps for uploads. It will use a weighted tier system and rules advocated by the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Association to determine who is awarded each area.

Once the auction concludes, the commission will release the auction results, including identifying which
bidders won support and which areas were awarded. Areas awarded other government broadband
grants, such as the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Rural Utilities Service ReConnect awards, are not
eligible to receive funding in this auction.

For the map of available areas, click here.

For the list of qualified bidders, click here.

For more on state-by-state eligibility, click here. 

https://www.fcc.gov/reports-research/maps/auction-904-final-8oct20-eligible-areas/
https://www.fcc.gov/reports-research/maps/auction-904-final-8oct20-eligible-areas/
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DA-20-1187A2.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/DOC-367419A1.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/county.htm
http://www.nrtc.coop


American Transmission Company (ATC) released its 10-year plan this week, which includes $1.8 billion in 
asset maintenance to address the need for electric grid improvements, driven by sustainable energy 
generation proposals and the need to update infrastructure.

"Our long-term planning efforts require flexibility to support an evolving, sustainable energy future," said 
Andy Dolan, vice president of system planning. "We have seen over 2,200 MW of fossil-fueled generation 
retire in our footprint since the beginning of 2018. Meanwhile, we are studying proposals from the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator to connect over 8,200 MW of solar generation and almost 
1,500 MW of wind generation. To plan a robust transmission system, we're analyzing the trends of this 
changing generation mix to best meet the needs of our owners and energy consumers."

ATC is a Wisconsin-based company that owns and operates 9,921 miles of electric transmission lines and 
577 substations in portions of Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota, and Illinois.

Baldwin Joins Call for Quick Release of LIHEAP Funds
U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) joined 39 bipartisan colleagues in signing on to a letter urging the
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to release funds for the Low-Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP), also known as WIHEAP in Wisconsin, as quickly and at the highest level
possible. HHS typically releases 90 percent of the $3.7 billion full year appropriation under a continuing
resolution.

“As the main federal program that helps low-income households and seniors with their energy bills,
LIHEAP provides critical assistance during the cold winter and hot summer months. October marks the
start of the heating season for many states and low-income families and seniors will be facing additional
strains on their household budgets. In addition, millions of low-income families, including seniors, are
facing new and severe financial hardship due to the coronavirus, making the assistance provided through
LIHEAP more important than ever,” the senators wrote.

According to the National Energy Assistance Directors’ Association, 15 to 20 percent of residential
customers are at least 60 days behind on their electric and natural gas bills, with total delinquency
amounts of up to $9.9 billion for electric, and $1.3 billion for natural gas, as of the end of July.

The federal budget set aside $3.7 billion for LIHEAP in the fiscal year 2020 appropriations, and additional
$900 million was added in the CARES Act. LIHEAP is a federally funded program that provides low-
income households with help paying a portion of their heating and utility bills. Eligibility is based on
income and size of the household.

Read the full letter here.

New EPA Rule Would Ease Some Regulations on Wisconsin
Power Plants
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released a proposed rule related to cutting emissions that
would reduce the number of states required to comply from 21 to 12. Wisconsin is one of the states that
would no longer have to require power plants to cut summer emissions of nitrogen oxides that contribute
to ozone pollution to improve air quality in downwind states.

The proposed rule comes as the EPA determined Wisconsin did not significantly contribute to ozone
pollution or smog in downwind states. Many utilities have already installed pollution controls at coal power
plants to reduce nitrogen oxide emissions as part of compliance with earlier rules.

The rule revision follows a federal appeals court ruling last fall that said the EPA must require states to
reduce pollution that contributes to air quality problems in neighboring states.

Electric utilities cut nitrogen oxide emissions in half from 2008 to 2017, according to state data. WMC and
a coalition of business groups have sued the EPA in the past over efforts to lower cross-state pollution by
reducing power plant emissions, arguing the excessive regulation costs thousands of jobs.

The EPA will accept public comment on the rule for 45 days and hold a virtual public hearing in
November.

ATC Plans for $1.8 Billion in Electric Grid Improvements
Ten-year plan also addresses wind, solar needs
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https://www.collins.senate.gov/sites/default/files/10.14.20 LTR Release of LIHEAP CR Funds FY21.pdf


The map is part of an effort to provide immediate, but temporary assistance to the millions of people,
mainly in rural areas, that still don’t have access to high-speed internet in their homes. The pandemic has
amplified the hardship for people in unserved or underserved areas because the pandemic has required
the use of telehealth, virtual schooling, and working from home.

Other partners in the project include Land O’Lakes, 4-H, CentraCare, Polaris, the Public Library
Association, Tractor Supply Company, Microsoft, and Hewlett Packard.

Milwaukee Tops Madison in Clean Energy Scorecard Ranking
The American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE)
released its 2020 City Clean Energy Scorecard this week, ranking
Milwaukee at #36, and Madison at #64 on the list of 100 large U.S.
cities. Madison and Milwaukee are the only Wisconsin cities that
were ranked.

New York City, which has a new law requiring upgrades to
inefficient buildings, tops the list followed by Boston and Seattle
(tied for second place) and Minneapolis and San Francisco (tied
for fourth place). Washington, D.C., Denver, Los Angeles, San
José, and Oakland rounded out the top 10.

The scorecard analyzes the efforts of major U.S. cities to make buildings and transportation more energy
efficient and scale up the use of renewable energy. The cities included in the top 10 implemented new
regulations, including requirements for new buildings to be pre-wired for electric vehicle charging stations
at more parking spaces.

“Many cities are really seizing the moment and embracing policies that help them fight climate change,
while too many others are, frankly, doing very little,” said David Ribeiro, director of ACEEE’s local policy
program and the lead report author. “We want to show all the cities, even the leaders, the further steps
they can take to cut carbon emissions most effectively and equitably.”

The scorecard ranks cities in five policy areas including local government operations, community-wide
initiatives, buildings policies, energy and water utilities (for efforts to help customers improve energy and
water efficiency, as well as the utilities’ efforts to embrace renewable energy), and transportation policies.

EIA: Solar Cost is Double, Compared to Other Sources

According to the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA), last year the average U.S. wholesale price
for solar electricity was $83/MWh which is more than double the price paid to producers of electricity
generated by wind, fossil fuels, or nuclear.

Roughly one-third of the nation’s U.S. solar capacity is in California, where the average wholesale price of
electricity was $74/MWh in 2019, more than double the national average of $36/MWh. The weighted
average wholesale solar PV price in California was $100/MWh, about 20 percent higher than the national
average for solar. Wholesale prices paid to fossil fuel generators averaged $34/MWh across the nation
and $43/MWh in California.

According to the EIA, in 2019 more than half of wind generation occurred at night, "resulting in lower
average wholesale prices for wind-powered electricity than solar-powered electricity."

In the United States the use of renewable energy grew for the fourth consecutive year to 11 percent of
total energy consumption in 2019, according to the agency. Wind energy accounted for about 24 percent
of U.S. renewable energy consumption last year, passing up hydroelectricity at 22 percent. Biofuels
accounted for 20 percent, wood and waste was 24 percent, and solar comes in at 9 percent of U.S.
renewable energy consumption last year.

Hydroelectric power accounted for about 22 percent of the nation's green energy consumption. Biofuels
accounted for about 20%, while wood and waste accounted for about 24%.

Map Directs Rural Americans to 2,300 Free Wi-Fi Locations
The National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) partnered with
several other entities to launch the American Connection Project (ACP) interactive
Wi-Fi map. The map provides a free resource to help people locate more than
2,300 free Wi-Fi locations across 49 U.S. states. More locations will be added to
the map over the next several months.
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Lee Wieland, who served on the Trempealeau Electric Cooperative 
(later merged with Buffalo Electric Cooperative to form Riverland 
Energy Cooperative) board and the Dairyland Electric Cooperative 
board has passed away at the age of 96.

Wieland grew up on his family’s farm near Arcadia, and after attending 
UW-River Falls, and UW-Whitewater, returned to the farm where he 
worked until he retired. He served on the Trempealeau Electric 
Cooperative Board from 1987–1995 and on the Dairyland Board from 
1988–1996, including serving on the Executive Committee as Secretary 
from 1993–1996.
Lee is remembered fondly by those in the co-op community who knew him.

According to his obituary, “Lee was a remarkable man whose intelligence, hard work and self-reliance
were matched equally by his strength of character, calm demeanor and sociability. He was a loving son
and brother, a dedicated husband, devoted stepfather, grandfather and uncle.”

He is survived by his wife of 51 years, Carole, stepdaughter Cindy (Harry) Rasmussen of Hayward, and
many extended family members.

Due to the Covid-19 virus, a private graveside ceremony will be held at a later date.

Running for WECA Board?

Candidates interested in running for one of the open WECA board positions are invited to submit a
biography and summary of relevant experience for inclusion in Condenser. The profiles will be included in
the November 6 edition, just prior to the annual meeting and elections set for November 11. Please
submit your information, along with a photo to julie@weca.coop. This is not a requirement for those who
wish to run for a board position.

WECA Plans for Hybrid Annual Meeting, Virtual Elections

Annual Meeting

The Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association will hold a hybrid annual meeting this year, with staff and 
the WECA Board attending in-person and delegates and other attendees participating via WebEx or 
Facebook Live. The meeting is planned for November 12, beginning at 10 a.m.

Co-ops that have a director on the WECA board are encouraged to appoint that person as their voting 
delegate. Other co-ops will be asked to identify a delegate who will be given credentials allowing the 
delegate to attend and vote via WebEx.

In addition, each electric cooperative will be given WebEx log-in credentials to allow the member co-op to 
host a meeting location for staff/directors. Others will also be able to join via Facebook Live.

This meeting will be streamlined as a business-only meeting. Please see the current agenda below.

District Elections

District 3 & 4 elections will be held virtually on November 11.

On Wednesday, November 11, at 1 p.m., District 3 will meet virtually via WebEx to conduct an election 
for one seat for the WECA Board of Directors. This is a director-director seat and is currently held by 
Diane Zimmerman, who is terming out and will no longer be eligible to serve. Nominations will be taken 
from the floor during the meeting and can be taken from any registered voting delegate attending this 
meeting.

District 4 will meet virtually on November 11 at 2 p.m. to conduct an election for one seat for the WECA 
Board of Directors. This is also a director-director seat and is currently held by David Hischke, who is 
eligible to serve another term. Hischke has indicated he is planning to seek another term. Nominations 
will be taken from the floor during the meeting and can be taken from any registered voting delegate 
attending this meeting.

In Memory: Lee Wieland
(1924–2020)
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Thursday, November 12
9 a.m. – Federated Youth Foundation [hybrid] Annual Meeting
10 a.m. – WECA [hybrid] Annual Meeting
12 p.m. – WECA Board Reorganizational Meeting
(12 p.m. or immediately following the close of the WECA Annual Meeting)

ACE, Potthast Award Nominations Due November 6

Ally of Cooperative
Electrification (ACE) Award

Each year, WECA honors the best in
Wisconsin's rural electric cooperative
community with the Ally of Cooperative
Electrification (ACE) Award. Past honorees
have truly made outstanding contributions to
rural electrification in Wisconsin, and we
look to find this year's ACE Award winner.
We ask members of the electric
cooperatives to pinpoint that person who
has made a difference in your co-op, and to
our broader cooperative family.

Nominations due Friday, November 6.

ACE AwardNomination
Information

Herman C. Potthast Award
Herman C. Potthast was a man of great
dedication to the training and safety of the
rural electric cooperative employees.

Because of his outstanding service,
dedication, leadership, and cooperation, the
JT&S Committee presents a memorial
plaque to be given annually to the worker in
Wisconsin rural electrification who best
represents those qualities of dedication,
leadership, cooperation, and service that
were exemplified by Herman “Potty”
Potthast.

Nominations due Friday, November 6.

Potthast AwardNomination
Information

Get "Plugged In" with Rob Richard
WECA is excited to announce the launch of a new
communication aimed at increasing transparency and
engagement with our members. This week we are launching
"Plugged In" with Rob Richard. In this video series, Rob
Richard, Director of Government Relations offers up-to-the-
minute information on happenings here at your statewide,
related to current and potential legislation, government issues,
programs, and more.

"Plugged In" is yet another platform we will use to share
information about all events and happenings here in Madison at

the state Capitol, and throughout the state, as we work on behalf of all electric cooperatives and your
efforts to offer safe, reliable, and affordable energy. Stay tuned!

Current Agenda

Wednesday, November 11
1 p.m. – Virtual District 3 Election (director-director seat) 
2 p.m. – Virtual District 4 Election (director-director seat) 
3–5 p.m. – WECA Board Meeting with Auditors
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The “epi-curve” above shows the overall activity of the virus by identifying cases by date of symptom
onset, when possible. Click here to filter the data by county.

Now Hiring: Chief Executive Officer

Bayfield Electric Cooperative, Iron River, Wis. (HQ)—A Region 5 REA cooperative.

Bayfield Electric Cooperative is now accepting resumes from qualified candidates for the position of Chief
Executive Officer. It is anticipated that based upon the retirement of the current Chief Executive Officer,
the position will be available May 1, 2021.

Bayfield Electric Cooperative is seeking candidates who have a strong background in finance and utilities,
preferably with a REA cooperative. Resumes are to be submitted prior to November 30, 2020 to the
attention of Bayfield Electric Cooperative's legal counsel, whose contact information is as follows:

Gill & Gill, S.C.
Attn: Gregory B. Gill, Sr.
501 S. Nicolet Rd.
Appleton, WI 54914

Telephone: (920) 739-1107
Email: gillsr@gillandgillsc.com

Bayfield Electric Cooperative is an equal opportunity employer.

Covid-19 Watch: Midwest Surge Continues
The pandemic is surging in the Midwest, including Wisconsin, where this
week marked another milestone of highest single-day death count of 48.

Also this week, the 7-day average of new cases reached nearly 3,500 for
the first time since the pandemic began. Governor Tony Evers is urging
Wisconsinites to stay at home to avoid further strain on the health care
system.
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NRTC is member driven and technology focused. We provide solutions that help our 1,500 electric and 
telephone members bring today’s evolving technology to rural America. NRTC’s solutions are developed 
specifically to meet the needs of rural utilities and their customers, and include integrated smart grid/utility 
solutions, advanced energy, broadband infrastructure and managed network services, wireless 
technologies, and programming distribution capabilities for video and broadband providers.

NRTC
2121 Cooperative Way, Suite 600
Herndon, VA 20171

Mark Davis, Senior Regional Business Manager
Phone: (703) 464-5265
mdavis@nrtc.coop
www.nrtc.coop

Do you have a news item you would like to see included in Condenser? Please don't hesitate to
send any suggestions, feedback, or general thoughts to Julie Lund, Director of News and
Communication at julie@weca.coop.

Visit Our Website

View Condenser Archives

Prefer to read Condenser in your browser? Click View as Webpage

Statewide Supporters
The Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association would like to recognize all of our sponsors and associate
members for supporting our efforts on behalf of the state's electric cooperatives, so they may continue to
supply safe, reliable, and affordable electricity to members. Please join us in supporting these partners of
the electric cooperative community.

This week we would like to highlight: 
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